
April 1, 2022

Dear BCPS Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

Our BCPS March assembly took place this week and student achievements in each class were
recognized.  Primary and Junior classes shared their accomplishments in all areas of the curriculum.
Kindergarten classes were working on responsibility for routines and independently getting started on their
learning tasks.  Many primary classes were working on collaborative tasks where murals showcased
student learning of kindness and the importance of taking care of our environment.  Junior students have
been working on persuasive writing tasks.

COMMUNITY has been a major focus for our school this year. Regular classroom community circles are part of our school
improvement plan. We have also discussed a lot about inclusion, diversity, and the importance of valuing what is not the same
(differences). Thank you to Ms. Ramsay’s grade 2/3 class for this daily reminder. We can find this beautiful message on their

classroom door.

Student Climate Survey taking place Week of April 4th to 8th
BCPS students in grades 4 to 6 will complete a student climate survey during the week of April 4th - 8th.   All school
boards in Ontario are required to conduct school climate surveys at least once every two years to better understand
students’ perceptions about bullying, safety at school, and student engagement. The new School Climate Survey
aligns with District priorities identified in the OCDSB Strategic Plan, the OCDSB Mental Health Strategy (2019-2022),
and the OCDSB Indigenous, Equity, and Human Rights Roadmap (2020-2023).
If you do not wish to have your child participate in the survey  then please email sadhana.lad@ocdsb.ca.

Summer International Language Classes (in-person & online)

mailto:sadhana.lad@ocdsb.ca


Please share with your families. Open to students in JK-8 from all school boards. Program Duration: July 4 - July 29,
2022. International Language Classes are FREE for Ontario Residents.
Flyer for the International Languages Summer program
Flyer for French & Spanish summer camps
Register Now: More information including details on how to register is available online at
www.InternationalLanguagesinOttawa.com

Dates for grade 3 and grade 6 EQAO
If you are a caregiver of a grade 3 or 6 student, please mark your calendars. The Grade 3s will be writing the EQAO
the week of May 16-19 with May 20th as a make-up day. The Grade 6s will be writing the EQAO the week of May 30
- June 2 with June 3rd as a make-upday. We encourage families to please try to avoid booking appointments or trips
on these dates. Thank you for your support!

Ramadan - April 2 - May 2
Our school community is excited to be sharing this celebration with our families and our community. We kicked off
this month in our morning announcements. Students will be helping to create the content for our daily
announcements to share information on this important celebration for the Islamic faith.
Making the learning and working spaces at BCPS inclusive is an important way to foster belonging for Muslim
students, families and colleagues during Ramadan. We have a legal duty to accommodate the religious practices
and beliefs of students and staff members, to the point of undue hardship. Starting Monday we will have the following
in place:
-Designated and supervised prayer space in our library
-Separate and supervised space during nutrition break for students who are fasting.
Our staff will also be considering the following when planning the learning for the day:

● in Physical Education classes, consider focusing on the theory part of the curriculum rather than the exercise part;
if that is not possible, excusing fasting students from strenuous activities;

● scheduling tests and exams during periods when students are not fasting; if that is not possible, scheduling them
early in the day;
Students and families should make their request for religious accommodation, either verbally or in writing, to the
teacher or the administration.

We wish everyone celebrating a Happy Ramadan or Ramadan Mubarak (Blessed Ramadan)!

OSTA Information - newsletter
OSTA is planning for September 2022! Do you intend to use student transportation in the 2022-2023 school year?
If you are eligible for transportation next year and you are intending on using transportation to school, you must
confirm your plans before April 3rd, 2022 by clicking on this link.
Not sure if you are eligible? Please visit this link and put in your child’s information for next year.
It is important to note that if families do not confirm transportation before April 3rd, their child may not have
transportation on the first day of school.

April is Autism Awareness Month

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1Z1skfryyrZ_9gMZBlCJa4yDi0FAn3hX9
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1PVooXnwhAg_xe0mlHS4lqTST_7dx8v5q
http://www.internationallanguagesinottawa.com/
http://www.internationallanguagesinottawa.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n0C-6n0rsKVn1GlpM-mC1QTHg-tgj-Bj/view?usp=sharing
https://ottawaschoolbus.jotform.com/OSTA/Transportation-Confirmation-22-23
https://ostabusplanner.ottawaschoolbus.ca/TransportationEligibility


Kindergarten students are making their pledge to acknowledge the diversity and potential of people with autism by proudly
displaying blue ribbons on their yard fence.

Autism is a lifelong neurodevelopmental disorder that affects one in 66 children, affecting the way they interact and
communicate with those around them. Each child and adult with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is unique and has
their own strengths, gifts, and support needs.

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board uses the butterfly as our District’s symbol for Autism Awareness and
Acceptance, reflecting the diversity of each person with autism and the journey we are all on together.

Everyone is encouraged to participate. Whether you have autism, love someone who does, or are looking to support
a diverse, accepting and kind community – you’re invited to take the pledge to help create a world where all people
with autism can reach their full potential. We are encouraging our Bulldogs to decorate their own butterfly and
proudly display them in our school for the month of April.

Parents/Caregivers and Educator Webinars
Lauren Kerstein will be presenting to parents/caregivers and staff on Thursday, April 7 and Thursday, April 21 from
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. via Zoom.
Lauren Kerstein, international speaker, author and clinical social worker will explore emotion regulation and
self-awareness strategies for children and adolescents with autism. Presentations will be live streamed on the
OCDSB YouTube channel as well as recorded and available for 30 days for viewing. Please view the details of each
presentation here.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Kate Stoudt, System Principal at
kate.stoudt@ocdsb.ca.

Picture Retake Day

Students who were able to take their photo this week have come home with an information
sheet on how to access the photos online. Mark your calendar! Individual student picture
retake day will be April 8th. A Message from Havlin Photography can be accessed

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aj-rC9MqYGr1Z2Ndq7gKH_27f7YI26XUafJs7huYvxo/edit?usp=sharing


here.

Bulldogs are Focusing on COURAGE
We continue to explore our Bulldog Core Value for the month of April: COURAGE. We share ideas and
reflections in our daily announcements. Educators are presented with lesson plans every week to present
these ideas in their classrooms. Courage means being brave when facing new or difficult circumstances.
Here is an activity you can try at home:

Courageous Acts
Inspire
When we think of courage, we tend to think of very large feats of strength or giant endeavors beyond our reach.
However, we use courage daily within our homes as well. Courage is being brave when facing new or difficult
circumstances. Sometimes what we are asked to do or what happens within our family requires courage and
bravery on a smaller scale. We might be faced with a move or a job change. The adults in the house might have to
work more and are not as available as they were before. Courage allows us to be brave, even when new or
difficult things occur. This week we will examine what courage looks like within our family and how we have
worked together to stand tall and brave, even when things were scary or uncertain.
Discussion Starter
Get a hat or bag and have each family member draw or write down an answer to the following prompt: What new
thing has your family done or what big decision did you make together that took courage or the support, effort, and
energy of everyone? (Ideas: moved to a new house or community; changed schools or jobs; set a budget; gave
something up).
Place all the answers in the hat. Draw out one answer at a time, read it aloud, and then guide a family discussion
using the following prompts:
● How did you feel when you did that thing or made that decision?
● How did you support each other?
Repeat until all answers have been shared and discussed.
Journal Prompt
Courage looks and feels different to different people. In your journal, choose one of the following to help you grow
and/or reflect on this topic.
● DRAW: Draw a picture that shows someone being brave in a new or difficult situation.
● DO: Send a note of thanks to first responders and front line workers in your community who show courage
in their work.
● WRITE: When you think of “courage,” what images or words come to mind? Write them down. Does courage in
everyday life look like that? How might courage be smaller or quieter or more “ordinary” than the typical “hero
courage” we think of?
Kindness Hack
It is just as important to encourage others as it is to encourage ourselves. If you are ready to go the extra mile, try
this:
● Look for small acts of courage throughout the day and when you see one, tell the courageous person, “That was
a brave thing to do. I’m proud of you!” Acknowledging others’ courage can also be an act of courage!

A message from school council: Fundraiser
Your School Council fundraisers support learning programs such as Raz Kids and Science in Schools, as well as
the Kinder Yard upgrade and our grade 6 leaving ceremony.

Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fundraiser!
We have a goal to sell 200 kits. This will raise $1200 for our amazing school. We will be raffling off one
free kit to a lucky student and an additional kit for every 100 kits sold!
UPDATE: We have now sold 102 kits which have raised $612 for our school! Bravo Bulldogs! We will be
raffling off 2 free pizza kits.
DEADLINE REMINDER: Order forms will be due at the school on April 1 st
Online orders can be placed directly (Fundraiser code 405851) by April 3 rd.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qd1u8-QHd8eHlHFw_9HdFi0lM_btNlEv/view?usp=sharing


Please view the electronic flyer: here. April 22nd is when you will receive your kits.

New! BCPS Annual Online Auction
Bells Corners Public School Council is very excited to announce our 3rd Annual Online Auction! From
April 15th to 29th, our Online Auction will be open to all families, friends and the entire Bells Corners
Community to bid on exciting items and help us raise funds to go towards improving our kinder yard and
other vital spaces in our school.  If you or someone you know has an awesome item or Gift Card to add
to our auction, please contact Sandra Pedersen: ms.sandrapedersen@gmail.com.

Have a wonderful weekend!

Take Care,
Sadhana and Elysa
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